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METHODS
• All 2009 data collection and samples were sourced

from the Saginaw/Favorite Channel areas within
Stephens Passage

• Observed humpback whales to identify individual
whales, and to determine daily activity and
numbers of whales
–Received by Kate Wynne with MAP/UAF

• Collected phytoplankton
using a vertical and
horizontal tow in area
hot spots
–Received by Kate Sullivan and
Ginny Eckert with MAP/UAF

METHODS
• All 2009 marine debris sites were located within north Admiralty

Island and specific isles of the Saginaw/Favorite Channel areas within
Stephens Passage

• Collect, catalog and dispose of marine debris from accessible beaches

RESULTS
• 334 lbs of marine debris was

collected and sorted for
disposal or recycling

• Photographing large debris
and noting location will
allow for future
collection/disposal

• Provides baseline data for
the buildup rate of marine
debris on specific beaches

RESULTS
• Phytoplankton data, including harmful species

identification, entered into the NOAA National
Phytoplankton Monitoring Network

• Humpback Whale identification provided to
the NOAA Juneau Humpback Whale Catalog

• Provides baseline data and marine mammal
observations to MAP/UAF

METHODS
• All observation and sampling was based on

MAP/MCAF scientific protocol and
participation

• Each tour participant was included in either
the collection, observation or recording of data

• Tour leaders acted as facilitators to foster
scientific appreciation and environmental
stewardship

RESULTS
• 32 tours with 135 participants in 2009

• Each participant appreciates and learns more
about the science and environmental stewardship
of Alaska’s oceans through direct hands-on
participation

• Broadens tour company awareness/knowledge of
marine science and conservation

CONCLUSIONS
• Encourages continued participant involvement in

citizen science and environmental conservation
projects

• 2010 projections will bring an increase in
participation with approximately 200+ tours and
an estimated  2000 guests contributing to a higher
frequency of data collection, observation and
record keeping

• Gives non-profit partners access to data with little
or no financial contribution required

• Promotes local for-profit and non-profit alliances
• Enables the development of a high school

internship program through Discovery Southeast
at no cost to the candidates/participants

• Serves as a scalable model, supported by cruise
line companies, and promoted as a responsible
and sustainable tourism practice in Alaska. (e.g.
Holland America Line’s Cruise With Purpose™)

Alaska
Marine Advisory Program

Gastineau Guiding Survey

www.mcafoundation.org/googlemapGG.html

GUEST
COMMENT

Dear Liz,
I hope you are doing well. We had a great time on
our tour with you and Avi talks about his experience
everyday. Avi will cherish this memory and hopefully
he will one day become a scientist. Thank you for
all the knowledge you shared with us and for making
our trip a memorable experience. Thank you again.
Romi, Avi, Sulochana and Ravi
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CITIZEN SCIENCE ADVENTURE

ABSTRACT:
Citizen science

tour programs create
opportunities for cruise
travelers to learn and

engage through hands on
experiences which provide

frequent, consistent
and reliable data for
participating science
and environmental

partners.


